OF SOUTH CAROLINA

(1035)                    No. 956.
AN ACT to Amend Section 3 of Act No. 783 of the Acts of 1934,
Relating to the Creation of Public Authorities to Engage
in Slum Clearance Projects and the Construction and Ac-
quisition of Housing Accommodations, Etc., as Amended, so
as to Enlarge the Number of Commissioners Constituting
the Housing Authority for the City of Charleston.
Section 1. Act 783, 1934 Acts, amended-number of commis-
sioners of housing authority for city of Charleston increased.-4
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Caro-
lina: That Section 3 of Act No. 783 of the Acts of 1934, relating
to the creation of public authorities to engage in slum clearance proj-
ects and the construction and acquisition of housing accommbdations,
etc., as amended by Act No. 284 of the Acts of 1937, be, and the
same is hereby, further amended by striking out said Section 3 and in-
serting in lieu thereof the following, to be known as Section 3:
"Section 3. In each city (as herein defined) of the State there
is hereby created a public body corporate and politic to be known as
the 'Housing Authority of the City'; Provided, However, That such
authority shall not transact any business or exercise its powers here-
under until or unless the council of the city, by proper resolution,
shall declare at any time hereafter that there is need for an Authority
to function in such city. The determination as to whether there is such
need for an Authority to function (a) may be made by the council
on its own motion or (b) shall be made by the council upon the filing
of a petition signed by twenty five residents of the city asserting
that there is need for an Authority to function in such city and
requesting that the council so declare.
The council shall adopt a resolution declaring that there is need
for a Housing Authority in the city if it shall find (a) that insani-
tary or unsafe inhabited dwelling accommodations exist in such city
or (b) that there is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommo-
dations in such city available to persons of low income at rentals
they can afford. In determining whether dwelling *accommodations
are unsafe or insanitary said council may take into consideration the
degree of overcrowding, the percentage of land coverage, the light,
air, space and access available to the inhabitants of such dwelling ac-
commodations, the size and arrangement of the rooms, the sanitary
facilities, and the extent to which conditions exist in such buildings
which endanger life or property by fire or other causes.
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